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Tour Highlights -  14 days, 24 hrs, 2200 nm 

This tour focuses on eastern Queensland from Brisbane north to Port 
Douglas.  On the outward leg we track just west of the coastal  
mountains, a rugged, scenic landscape on the edge of the Outback . 
On the coast we have a series of multiple - night  stopovers which give  
us time to explore the quaint  town of Cooktown,  to snorkel on  the 
Great Barrier Reef , to enjoy Hamilton Island Resort  and to take a  
4WD tour of Fraser Island .  A rich itinerary , with several World 
Heritage sites,  which brings you the best of the Pacific coast!  
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Day Itinerary Hotel 
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BRISBANE TO TOOWOOMBA 

Welcome to Australia and the beginning of your adventure!  

Today we will meet in the hotel lobby and then be driven a short distance west 
to the country town of Toowoomba, home of the Darling Downs Aero Club 
[DDAC] and our aviation base for the trip. En route we will pass rich agricultural 
land before ascending to the top of the dividing range where the town sits. 

We will arrive with sufficient time for you to get settled into your room before 
we have welcome drinks and dinner with our Lead Pilot. At this time you will 
also be given all the charts and documents you will need for the trip. 

Burke & 
Wills  

2 

 

TOOWOOMBA 

In the morning we will ride to DDAC at Toowoomba aerodrome for a full dayôs 
briefing by the Lead Pilot and for check rides. Passengers are encouraged to 
join but there are other touring options in town. Your Tour Director will be able 
to provide suggestions. 

 
While at DDAC, you will be able to visit the private vintage aircraft collection 
owned by Aerotec and, subject to time and aircraft availability, optional joy 
rides can be taken on some of these aircraft. Please let us know ahead of time, 
if possible, that this might be of interest to you. 

Our evening dinner will be at a select local restaurant. 
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TOOWOOMBA TO EMERALD 

On our first day of flying we fly 
north-west, passing over 
Carnarvon Gorge National Park. 

We arrive at Emerald, the centre 
for this region where sapphires and 
emeralds are still actively mined. 

Our accommodation is in cabins, 
with en suites, on Lake Maraboon. 
Enjoy the rich bird life from your 
porch and the friendly atmosphere 
of this popular caravan park, an 
Aussie tradition. 

Dinner will be in the holiday park 
restaurant. 

 

 

Lake 
Maraboon 
Holiday 
Park 
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EMERALD TO CHARTERS 
TOWERS 

Continuing north west, with the 
Outback on our left and the coastal 
range on our right, we arrive at 
Charters Towers, an Aussie country 
town with a rich history dating back 
to the opening of the Outback.  

We will have a town tour which will 
include numerous historic buildings 
such as its Stock Exchange, which 
at one time set the world gold price, 
and the Venus Battery, where 
fortunes were made refining the 
gold ore. 

In the evening we will have a BBQ, 
an Aussie tradition, at our lodge. 

 

Heritage 
Lodge 
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CHARTERS TOWERS  TO COOKTOWN 

En route to the coast, we will stop at Mareeba. While there you have the option 
of seeing the warbird collection, and taking an optional joy ride, or travelling 
into town to visit Coffee Works, which combines a fascinating coffee museum 
and gift shop with a wonderful sampling of different coffees and chocolates. 

 

After Mareeba we have a short leg, across the coastal range to picturesque 
Cooktown. After check-in, relax and enjoy the view of the Daintree River from 
your hotel balcony. 

Dinner will be at the Sovereign Resort Hotel. 

Sovereign 
Resort 
Hotel 
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COOKTOWN 

Today will start with a fascinating tour with 
Willie Gordon, a local aboriginal ñteacherò 
or elder. He will take us to see some rock 
paintings and through his talk, help us 
understand his culture. His insightful tours 
are rated as one of the top 10 in the state 
of Queensland. 

After lunch at the hotel, you will be free to 
explore Cooktown. A tip: the view from the 
peak is well worth the effort. 

In the evening we will eat on the outdoor 
deck of the Botanical Gardens. 
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7 COOKTOWN TO PORT DOUGLAS 

Enjoy a short but spectacular flight down the coast. We fly past Port Douglas 
and land at Cairns. From there we are driven back to Port Douglas, where two 
World Heritage sites meet: the Daintree Rainforest and the Great Barrier Reef. 
Itôs the only place in the world where two such sites meet. 

Our accommodation is a boutique hotel, right on 4-mile Beach and just a short 
walk to downtown where there many shops and pubs worth checking out.  

The remainder of the afternoon is at your leisure. You may want to linger long 
enough to hear the cacophony of birds in the late afternoon. 

Dinner will be at the hotel. 

Penninsula 
Boutique 
Hotel 

8 PORT DOUGLAS 

Today we will take a full-day trip to the 
Great Barrier Reef. There are a 
variety of ways to experience the reef; 
snorkelling, diving, glass-walled semi-
submersible boats, a glass-walled 
tunnel and helicopter rides. You can 
even join a snorkelling group with a 
marine biologist as a guide. 

A buffet lunch aboard the floating 
platform is included. 

We return to the mainland by late 
afternoon. Once back in town, the 
evening is at your leisure to dine and 
explore as you wish. 

9 PORT DOUGLAS 

Todayôs activity will depend upon the interests of the group. We will choose 
from a variety of options, including a Daintree Rainforest walk, a crocodile 
cruise on the Daintree River, or a visit to Mossman Gorge just to name a few. 
The Tour Director will provide more information in the morning, after breakfast. 

Dinner will be at a restaurant in town. 

http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=4212927&id=503191333

