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Highlights -  17 days, 37 hrs, 3600 nm  

An in - depth Outback experience  with a taste of the coast ! We fly 
deep into the heart of the continent and marvel at iconic Uluru . We 
have stopovers in  small country towns  that are  off the beaten path  
and, with their rich histories and traditional pubs ,  help define the 
character of Australia . At the end of the trip we take in the coastal 
rainforest on  Fraser Island, a World Heritage site and the largest 
sand island in the world ,  with a uniquely Australi an ecology.  
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Day Itinerary Hotel 
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BRISBANE TO TOOWOOMBA 

Welcome to Australia and the beginning of your adventure!  

Today we will meet in the hotel lobby and then be driven a short distance 
west to the country town of Toowoomba, home of the Darling Downs Aero 
Club [DDAC] and our aviation base for the trip. En route we will pass rich 
agricultural land before ascending to the top of the dividing range where the 
town sits. 

We will arrive with sufficient time for you to get settled into your room before 
we have welcome drinks and dinner with our Lead Pilot. At this time you will 
also be given all the charts and documents you will need for the trip. 

Burke & Wills 
Hotel 
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TOOWOOMBA 

In the morning we will ride to DDAC at Toowoomba aerodrome for a full 
dayôs briefing by the Lead Pilot and for check rides. Passengers are 
encouraged to join but there are other touring options in town. Your Tour 
Director will be able to provide suggestions. 

 
While at DDAC, you will be able to visit the private vintage aircraft collection 
owned by Aerotec and, subject to time and aircraft availability, optional joy 
rides can be taken on some of these aircraft. Please let us know ahead of 
time, if possible, that this might be of interest to you. 

Our evening dinner will be at a select local restaurant. 
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TOOWOOMBA TO CHARLEVILLE 

Our first flying day! After departing you will see the landscape transforming 
as we travel inland to Charleville, at the edge of the Outback. This farming 
community once boasted one of the finest hotels in the country, the Corones 
Hotel. After our arrival, we will have a short town tour, including a visit to the 
Corones where we have dinner. In the evening we will do some star gazing 
into the southern sky at the Cosmos Centre.  

Mulga 
Country Inn 
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CHARLEVILLE TO BIRDSVILLE 

Our second flying day takes us to Birdsville, a classic desert town with an 
iconic pub. Once you step inside ï about 100 paces from where we park the 
aircraft ï you will know that you have truly arrived in the outback. There are 
no paved roads into town for hundreds of kilometres and the locals like it 
that way! The town has a truly unique atmosphere. 

After arriving you will be able to settle in and spend a bit of time at the pub, if 
you wish, before we travel a short distance out of town to enjoy a desert 
sunset from the top of Big Red, the tallest dune in the Simpson Desert. This 
is a favourite event. Drinks and canapes will be available! 

 

Dinner will be at the Birdsville Hotel. 

Birdsville 
Hotel 
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BIRDSVILLE 

 
During the day today there is a pre-arranged tour at the ñJohn Menzies 
Working Museumò, which is worth the trip just to meet John. He will give us 
a tour, showing us many working artefacts from the Outbackôs pioneer days. 

There are also a number of walks which your Tour Director is pleased to 
lead. They include the historical local cemetery, the Birdsville Racetrack, 
where the Birdsville Races are held annually, and the billabong. Other 
suggestions are also available from the Tour Director ï or you can just relax 
and take in the atmosphere. 

Dinner will be at the Birdsville Hotel. 

Birdsville 
Hotel 
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BIRDSVILLE TO COOBER PEDY 

En route to Coober Pedy we fly over the Simpson Desert and you will clearly 
see why it is designated Remote Country. In spite of the desolate terrain, 
there are small herds of wild horses and camels ï so keep your eyes open! 

En route we stop at William Creek Pub for lunch. With a permanent 
population of 4 people, it is the smallest town will we visit. On approach, you 
may find the airstrip and the main road hard to differentiate. The locals 
would prefer that you land on the runway and not the main street! The pub, 
where we will eat, is worth a photo or two, so bring your camera with you.  

As we arrive at Coober Pedy you will see thousands of holes surrounding 
the town ï a result of the opal mining for which the town is famous. After 
arrival at our underground hotel, we suggest a visit to the underground 
display gallery or a walk through town. 

Dinner is at the Desert Cave Hotel. 

Desert Cave 
Hotel 

(underground 
rooms) 
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COOBER PEDY 

Coober Pedy calls itself the Opal 
Capital of the world. It has a 
unique culture and still has the 
feeling of a ñgold rushò mining 
town.  

Today we will have a half-day 
tour which includes an 
introduction to opals, town 
highlights, an underground 
church, the ñDog Fenceò, the 
beautiful Breakaways scenic 
lookout and a visit to the Opal 
fields. 

After the tour, in the afternoon, we suggest a visit to the townôs opal shops. 
For selection and price, this is the best place on the trip to buy your opals. 

Our evening dinner will be at a local restaurant. 

Desert Cave 
Hotel 

(underground 
rooms) 
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COOBER PEDY TO AYERS ROCK / ULURU 

Today we depart for Ayers Rock. En route we will pass an impressive mesa 
called Mt. Conner. Feel free to do a low level orbit. From Mt. Conner we will 
clearly see Uluru, an Australian icon, in the distance. This spectacular 
monolith rises abruptly from the surrounding flat ground. And even further 
out we will be able to see the Olgas, also known as Kata Tjuta. 

In the evening we will see the sun set on Uluru and then have dinner under 
the stars, in the desert. This award winning event is popular with everyone. 

 

Sails in the 
Desert 
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AYERS ROCK / ULURU 

Today is an at-leisure day so you can set your own schedule for exploring 
the area. Some of the more popular activities include a walk in the Valley of 
the Winds, the Uluru base-walk or an aboriginal tour. Camel rides are also 
available! 

 

For dinner, for a change of pace, we will have a go at a cook-your-own 
Aussie-style BBQ in a casual, outdoor, pub-like setting. 

Sails in the 
Desert 
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AYERS ROCK / ULURU TO ALICE SPRINGS 

 
Todayôs flight is short, but full of variety. After takeoff we do a scenic flight 
over Uluru and The Olgas. We then head to Alice Springs, flying over Kings 
Canyon and the Macdonnell Ranges on the way. We also pass over 
Standley Chasm and finally Simpsons Gap just before landing. 

After we have settled in at the hotel, you will have the afternoon at leisure. It 
might be a good time to visit the Todd Mall, an outdoor pedestrian mall, or to 
buy an Aussie hat at our favourite hat shop. This is also a good place to do 
some souvenir shopping, particularly for aboriginal art and collectibles. 

Dinner will be at a traditional steakhouse, which also does a great camel 
steak! 

Crowne 
Plaza Hotel 


